
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                          January 4, 2015 
 
SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  CHRISTMAS  DAY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship – John 1:1-9 
** Hymn – Insert [Of the Father’s Love Begotten] 

Opening Prayer 
** 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I think of you as an action coming toward me.  
The nature of that action is that you speak to me, and the 
speaking takes the form of insights and perceptions which are 
given to me.  These insights allow me to see and understand 
myself differently; they enable me to feel more expansively; 
they disclose what I have not previously perceived; they 
change the world I inherited by enlarging it.  Given that I grasp 
this about you, I am surprised I do not more readily embrace 
you and what you do.  You come toward me constantly, but I 
do not always and readily take to you.  I believe there is more 
fear in me than I realize, and also anxiety over becoming 
acquainted with that fear.  The best I can do is to keep my 
mind’s eye open for any anxiety disclosed to me by you, and 
also to be attentive to any glimpse of fear which you convey to 
me.  I rely on the continuation of the grace which always 
accompanies your truth. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

*** 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 1:10-18 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – Insert [O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – Insert [The Race That Long in Darkness Pined] 
 Charge and Benediction 
 
**  People who have arrived late are seated.



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:30  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for January 11, 2015 
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

FYI 
 Information about the financial support of our congregation 
may be found on the table in the coffee room. 
 Offering Envelopes are available in the coffee room. 
 There are three articles for your information: “The Context of 
Advent and Christmas,” “The First Cycle of the Church Year,” and 
the “Birth of Christ.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Usher: Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Joan Schmutz, Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein. 
Deacons: Jenny Goldgur, Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the knowing that it is not 
possible to be separate from the welcoming and 

embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 
and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 

we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, and to fashion the most fully 
human response possible for us in response to what our 

life contains. 
 

If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  CHRISTMAS  DAY  [John 1:1-18] 
This is the Christmas narrative in the Gospel of John. The writer of 

the Gospel uses a Greek philosophical concept, “logos,” to convey 
the conviction that God is involved in our lives. This is the same 
conviction conveyed in Matthew and Luke by using mythology and 
talking about the birth of a child. “Logos” is a word which means 
“something said, including the thought.” This concept allows us to 
think of God being involved with us in a very immediate and personal 
way. 

When we are facing an issue or situation and we turn to God for 
assistance or companionship, what we find is that “something is 
spoken to us,” perhaps as something we actually hear, but more 
likely as a “thought” [insight] coming to us, which helps us interact 
with the issue we are facing. When we think of God as “that which 
speaks to us so we can think,” what we also need to consider is that 
“thinking” is inextricably bound up with “feeling.” The root of the 
word “think” is “tong-,” a word meaning both to think and to feel. 
Basically we think about what we have feelings for, and it is our 
feelings that drive our thinking. What is spoken to us which gives us 
something to think on always elaborates and expands our feelings. 
Therefore God’s interaction with us “feels” personal, and since it is 
related to what is at hand, it is immediate. 

Thinking, however, is more related to concepts than emotions, 
and it is the capacity for forming concepts that allows things to 
become real, alive and vital to us. This is true in the “objective” 
world; things external to us become real for us as we are able to “get 
our minds around them” conceptually. It is difficult for us to grasp 
this since everything that is real to us already has a concept attached 
to it. “Abuse” might be an illustration: we first thought of abuse as 
referring to physical abuse, but we have learned to think of abuse as 
also being emotional, something that was not considered real a few 
years ago. How thoughts and concepts make things real is much 
easier to grasp in the subjective world. We are often troubled by 
experiences we cannot name and therefore do not know how to 
understand or approach. When someone names the experience and 
gives us a concept through which to understand and approach it, 
what we experience becomes available to us and we can work with 
it. An “anxiety attack” would be a good illustration. We may have 
such an attack and believe we are simply being foolish or immature, 

and so do not give our experience any weight or seek help for it. Once 
a concept explains our experience to us and helps us understand it, 
we are then able to treat it as real and attend to it. What is spoken to 
us so we can think about it helps us clarify our feelings, and in the 
process our own interior life becomes real, vital and alive to us. This 
“activity,” which the word Logos names, functions like light which 
illuminates what is indistinct and obscure in us. This activity discloses 
to us the truth of our life by making available to us what has lain 
hidden in us so that it is no longer concealed. By doing so the Logos 
sheds light on the person we are, allows us to conceptualize the 
person we are, which enables us to understand and explore the 
person we are. The Logos maintains this activity in the face of the 
reality that what is indistinct and obscure does not take eagerly to 
what the Logos does. 

The internal world we live in is possible because of the activity the 
Logos is. However, we do not know this. We take the internal world 
we live in for granted and do not perceive what creates it; therefore 
we don’t learn from it or about it. We do not attend to the activity 
where things are spoken to us so we can think/feel about them. As a 
result we do not often participate in the creation and exploration of 
our own internal world. However, when we get hold of what is at 
work here, and begin to trust it and rely on it, we are given the 
privilege of being children of God, whose life is not conceived so 
much by family and relatives, nor is it determined by the frailties and 
passions of human nature, but by this activity which is God. 

The Logos [that which speaks so we can think/feel] resides with us 
so that the frailties and passions of human nature can become 
something we look at closely and completely, something we can 
inspect graciously and truthfully, earnestly and continually. From the 
thoroughness of what the Logos does we have all gratifyingly been 
able to grasp the gracious way God influences our lives. Laws, 
prescriptive regulations and principles are what we are given by our 
tradition; the gratifying disclosure of what has lain hidden within us is 
what comes into being through the internal activity which the Logos 
is. No one has ever been able to discern clearly what God is. This 
internal activity, which is what the Logos is, is what is dearest to God 
and is held closest to God’s bosom. The Logos unpacks this internal 
activity, and makes it known to us. 

[Jim Robie, 1-2-15, Cycle B, John 1:1-18] 


